

William G. Witt
July 12 at 12:30pm · Edited · 
Dear Facebook friends,
I'm on Facebook for five main reasons: (1) to keep in touch with actual friends and family; (2) to keep in touch with faculty and current and former students at the seminary where I teach; (3) to keep in touch with people who share my theological interests; (4) to keep in touch with people in the church (whether fellow Anglicans or not), who for some reason or other might like to connect with me. (5) To have insightful and mutually interesting conversations with any of the above.
I have a lot of Facebook friends (471 of you), and I don't know most of you personally. Generally, if you ask to be my friend, I'll say yes, and I'll assume that you've asked because you belong to one of the above categories and you are interested in (5).
However, there are some folks who get on Facebook either because they think that Facebook is an extension of the kinds of drive-by comment assassination that characterizes the internet as a whole or because they think that Facebook is a great place to share their partisan political or theological agendas. We used to call these people trolls. I'm not sure what they call them now.
Finally, some folks seem to think that the purpose of the entire internet is to share videos of cats. They're an entirely different category.
My point? I'm very interested in having conversations with you if you're all about (5). I have neither time nor interest in partisan debates about either politics or theology. I wasted way too many years of my life doing this before Facebook even existed, and, at a certain point, I decided that such discussions were not good for my spiritual well being.
It's pretty hard for you to get me to "unfriend" you, but if you wonder why I never comment on, "like" or respond to your Facebook posts, it might be because I stopped following you when I got tired of the political or theological agenda you were "sharing." Sorry. 
There is one way that I can guarantee that I will unfriend you, and that is if you invade my comments section with your partisan agenda. I don't care how brilliant you are, or how persuasive you think your arguments are. I'm just not interested in those kinds of discussions. Please take them elsewhere.
Sorry for the grump.
Top of Form
Like   Comment   Share
· You, Alice Linsley, Laurence K. Wells and 30 others like this.
· [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtf1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11750668_10207515267706965_3215329993766395369_n.jpg?oh=2ec886757f7f8c879e4d555de6bd1562&oe=565709E2]
Bottom of Form
  Jim Elliott I try to keep my comments pertinent to the conversations at hand, and on the appropriate pages, but Facebook has this annoying habit of posting threads on my page that friends have merely commented on or 'liked' whether or not they fit my views. n some cases, where it becomes too annoying I've unfriended those 'friends' just because I don't care to see those threads. And I'm sure it's the same for your newsfeed. 

Another problem is that when I DO post political or social commentary, those who have clicked "Follow/get notifications" will see those as well, even if we are 100% on opposite sides on an issue.

So I completely understand your 'Grump'.
Like · Reply · July 12 at 10:37am · Edited
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/c11.0.32.32/p32x32/10247295_10152316298883726_6999703633925242906_n.jpg?oh=ee8207d2e128055d8d5b9f23ba47cd2b&oe=565A2FD4]
  Trevor Spencer Can you talk about the theological implications of absolving cats?

[image: Trevor Spencer's photo.]

Like · Reply · 10 · July 12 at 10:38am
· 
Hide 12 Replies

· [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtf1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11750668_10207515267706965_3215329993766395369_n.jpg?oh=21bcb7fc0a2abafd9acd993b5ec37d32&oe=564FB08D]
  Jim Elliott You can absolve them, just don't try to baptize one!
Like · July 12 at 10:38am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/c8.0.24.24/p24x24/10247295_10152316298883726_6999703633925242906_n.jpg?oh=4c2a2b199401ad05ca46ac6d38b11439&oe=5610B5A4]
  Trevor Spencer I'm sure there's a meme for that as well.
Like · 1 · July 12 at 10:39am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtf1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11750668_10207515267706965_3215329993766395369_n.jpg?oh=21bcb7fc0a2abafd9acd993b5ec37d32&oe=564FB08D]
  Jim Elliott Of course there is.

[image: Jim Elliott's photo.]

Like · July 12 at 10:41am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfa1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/10616518_750096674602_4710513225135913134_n.jpg?oh=92e9f32c073222f98143484bfd4cc3c6&oe=565198E7]
  Dave Ketter 

[image: Dave Ketter's photo.]

Like · 1 · July 12 at 11:14am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11069309_1562955430627618_5445990810239530277_n.jpg?oh=75f219bc04acb88dbaa6fa38f1e24381&oe=564D0190]
  Alan Morris 
Like · July 12 at 12:40pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11069309_1562955430627618_5445990810239530277_n.jpg?oh=75f219bc04acb88dbaa6fa38f1e24381&oe=564D0190]
  Alan Morris NO Trevor we CANNOT talk about the theological implications of baptizing cats! Are you paying any attention at all?
Like · July 12 at 12:40pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/c8.0.24.24/p24x24/10247295_10152316298883726_6999703633925242906_n.jpg?oh=4c2a2b199401ad05ca46ac6d38b11439&oe=5610B5A4]
  Trevor Spencer Sorry. I've been traveling but I would say that if a cat can be absolved then certainly one should be ablr to baptize it. In the case sprinkling would be acceptable.
Like · July 12 at 4:58pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfa1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/10616518_750096674602_4710513225135913134_n.jpg?oh=92e9f32c073222f98143484bfd4cc3c6&oe=565198E7]
  Dave Ketter We can do immersion and the priest can just process away from the water a little earlier than usual.
Like · July 12 at 5:00pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xta1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/10452349_10152411807935862_3611074807720919809_n.jpg?oh=00edbd740d25f97c8d2d0eb9c9969266&oe=5657EDFE]
  Deborah L. Erb-White Cats are not sinful. Neurotic? Most assuredly. Psychotic? Often. Cute? Without a doubt. But not in need of absolution or baptism. Not to mention what would happen to you if you tried.
Like · July 13 at 4:51am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpa1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11206093_10204349233231064_7277926029270384893_n.jpg?oh=5c6013ab887c3cbcc92dcc06585bb487&oe=561ECE5C]
  William G. Witt I would love to have a conversation about the theological implications of absolving cats. The minute it descends into mutual anathematiizing between absolvers vs. non-absolvers, the conversation is over.
Like · July 13 at 12:07pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11069309_1562955430627618_5445990810239530277_n.jpg?oh=75f219bc04acb88dbaa6fa38f1e24381&oe=564D0190]
  Alan Morris Maggie the cat, my cat, is unforgivable. She is self centered, rude, inappropriate, fanatic, self aggrandizing, and did I mention that she is self centered? Wait a minute...are we talking about me or my cat. I forget, but surely this conversation is going to come around to being about me sooner or later...isn't it?
Like · July 13 at 1:07pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpa1/v/t1.0-1/p24x24/11206093_10204349233231064_7277926029270384893_n.jpg?oh=5c6013ab887c3cbcc92dcc06585bb487&oe=561ECE5C]
· William G. Witt I don't know about cats, but I've always agreed with Mark Twain's comment about dogs: "Heaven goes by favor; if it went by merit, you would stay out and your dog would go in."
Like · July 13 at 1:58pm
· [image: Christopher Little]
Write a reply...


  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xaf1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/10367683_10153054204572421_8367562227069657389_n.jpg?oh=73a2a482f67ed8d3b626294fe398fbc2&oe=561848D6]
  Cindy Larsen I totally understand. Being on Facebook is my link to things outside of the village where I live in Uganda. No matter where I look on the Internet, the news and views are skewed. I just have to filter out the trash. When abundant trash comes from any particular source, I am very tempted to friend that source of rubbish. Thank you for your though provoking posts, William G. Witt.
Like · Reply · 1 · July 12 at 10:43am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpf1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/10410867_852090412123_1885834690197820307_n.jpg?oh=60880d86065cece182d9354f280591eb&oe=56505D57]
  Rebecca Osborn I thought we were still calling them trolls. But then again, my little sister says Facebook is for "old people"
Like · Reply · 1 · July 12 at 11:35am · Edited
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtp1/v/t1.0-1/c115.117.320.320/s32x32/10991263_10101336311468152_1371578193289327757_n.jpg?oh=35975d61954764b38cbf2bbe953d8364&oe=5655FAF2]
  Mike Radcliffe http://www.drodd.com/images8/funny-gif/funny-gif17.gif

[image: https://external.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/safe_image.php?d=AQB7h-p-hVT4CxY-&w=418&h=326&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.drodd.com%2Fimages8%2Ffunny-gif%2Ffunny-gif17.gif]
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Like · Reply · 1 · July 12 at 11:49am
· [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpa1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11206093_10204349233231064_7277926029270384893_n.jpg?oh=ecce648724792f76a5c6be79e5e85ece&oe=5611A633]
· William G. Witt Mike, I see you've figured it out. Yep, it was you.
Like · July 12 at 3:36pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpa1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11206093_10204349233231064_7277926029270384893_n.jpg?oh=ecce648724792f76a5c6be79e5e85ece&oe=5611A633]
  William G. Witt I just noticed that I mention "three" main reaons, and list "5." Clearly, I'm not on Facebook to demonstrate my math skills.
Like · Reply · 6 · July 12 at 11:51am
· [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpa1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11206093_10204349233231064_7277926029270384893_n.jpg?oh=ecce648724792f76a5c6be79e5e85ece&oe=5611A633]
· William G. Witt I fixed the numbering.
Like · July 12 at 3:36pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtf1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11750668_10207515267706965_3215329993766395369_n.jpg?oh=2ec886757f7f8c879e4d555de6bd1562&oe=565709E2]
  Jim Elliott YEah, like the Monty Python "Spanish Inquisition" sketch. 
Our main reason....
um, our two main reasons....
ooops, our THREE reasons .....
Like · Reply · July 12 at 11:54am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xft1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11692688_780760723729_2549645097953519370_n.jpg?oh=bc22ea31d2c7dd29744cb40810c3b711&oe=565830FD]
  Carson T. Clark Amen.
Like · Reply · July 12 at 12:46pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xpa1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/10993472_10152553937052331_3056166385803952646_n.jpg?oh=150b7111c3a8ded8881291a53b6eda79&oe=561E270A]
  Daniel McGregor Well put sir.
Like · Reply · July 12 at 1:19pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xta1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11118504_10153021436087732_8958042311243652820_n.jpg?oh=9ddf37fb30038e0369277603e260955d&oe=561B77B0]
  Geoff Mackey Preach!
Like · Reply · July 12 at 1:51pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfa1/v/t1.0-1/c38.38.480.480/s32x32/311606_10150278256877396_1488404125_n.jpg?oh=4b256dc5893c7b3500f5acfb13af2299&oe=56529377]
  Kendall Harmon Darn I was only here for the cats (gg)
Like · Reply · 1 · July 12 at 4:58pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xaf1/v/t1.0-1/c5.0.32.32/p32x32/1010081_10201464517237950_1118378285_n.jpg?oh=62c18ebad3fe1636317a81a2751ab221&oe=561A004F]
  Wally LaLonde God, I loved having you as a professor!!! Rock on Bill!
Like · Reply · July 12 at 5:16pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xft1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11424722_10153387180206779_4065505420428612791_n.jpg?oh=43c8bbe000d3c9af5b291bff894ce34f&oe=561D74C4]
  Peter Frank There should be a special facebook filter for people who don't want to fight all of the time about everything.
Like · Reply · July 12 at 5:41pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/10882286_10153022374399374_3184566771630134183_n.jpg?oh=c8aa1c179c00b48e14cac76b1a460121&oe=561D87A1]
  Johann Wilhelmus Vanderbijl III Hear, hear...
Like · Reply · July 12 at 7:12pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtp1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11114281_10206659392987998_1815170735011759700_n.jpg?oh=860c33af43a25391f1d41191c69be7d5&oe=561439AF]
  Jim Suthard Appreciate you -- your thoughts -- and your example.
Like · Reply · 1 · July 12 at 7:45pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xaf1/v/t1.0-1/c172.100.615.615/s32x32/384114_2317006682159_839488219_n.jpg?oh=d5eda53a90fdd1d2930eff1512679d22&oe=564E857D]
  Bob Hudson Amen. smile emoticon
Like · Reply · July 13 at 7:38am
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11698633_10153599262239349_1553922467562654963_n.jpg?oh=ae947619f9bf3961037624b2ed152b55&oe=565449E4]
  Patricia Hanlon I think it's fairly accepted practice to unfollow people and stay "friends."
Like · Reply · July 13 at 12:26pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xfp1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/11659380_10207303240405843_7440051346767784536_n.jpg?oh=1821e4b78dec5ac8d1c1e0d53585b4ca&oe=56499AFF]
  Gregory Nelson Chase Well said Bill. I "met" you on Anglican TV and have always respected your view point. smile emoticon Dcn.Greg
Like · Reply · July 13 at 12:42pm
  [image: https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xaf1/v/t1.0-1/p32x32/1618399_1378676485729874_299718308_n.jpg?oh=349482e6e4dfca50df78cfde44555fc7&oe=5618F5D3]
  Michael Pomeroy Grump away Dr. Witt! I do not post to Facebook, and only occasionally comment. Though you couldn't possibly remember it, I was one of your students from the Diocese of the Rio Grande SFM, who greatly enjoyed your class and learned so much from it. I follow your blog as well - on occasion. I just want to hear what YOU have to say. I'll go back to being silent in the background. Peace, Mike+
Like · Reply · July 14 at 12:52pm
  [image: Christopher Little]
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